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Is there ever a right time to say 
goodbye to a best friend?

What do you do when someone 
else really needs that friend more 
than you?

Assistance Dogs of the West student 
trainers will be asking these tough 
questions on May 29—as they give 
away dogs they have trained for the 
past 18 months. You will hear stories 
of how dogs taught life lessons of 
leadership, responsibility, patience 
and compassion. Their hard work, 
sacrifices, and joy are celebrated 
each year in a community wide 
graduation ceremony. ADW clients 
with disabilities, who have met the 
rigorous program requirements, 
waited patiently for up to two years 
and interviewed with many dogs 
receive their perfect match. 
 
Assistance Dogs of the West has 
the strongest education program 
of any service dog training agency 
in the country.  ADW dogs work 
with a number of different students 
during their training.  Puppies 
begin learning in our Working Dogs 
Vocational Program where adults with 
developmental disabilities teach the 
dogs their first 20 commands.  200 
students ages 8 to 18—some in school 
programs, others  in after school and 
summer programs—work with dogs to 
prepare these amazing companions for 
a life of service. 

At 6:00 pm on May 29, at the historic 
Lensic Theater in Santa Fe, NM you 
will see a graduation like no other.  
ADW Graduation recognizes ADW 
clients for their motivation and often 
superhuman efforts to learn how 
to use their dogs. The dedication 
and energy they demonstrate is 
inspiring.  The annual ceremony 
marks the beginning of these new 
relationships and honors the love 
and commitment that inspires 
Assistance Dogs of the West.  

2007 Graduates include:  Bella 
Larsen Auger and Dewey trained by 
Alex Johansen and Callie Goodwin; 
Zander Ault and Logan trained 
by Kaila Matthews; Sebastian 
Margaret and Billy, self-trained 
with help from Jodie Backensto, 
Vicky Wiener, and Jill Felice; Judy 
Tyler and Cecil trained by Sarah 
Armstrong, Maddie Reyes, and 
Mattie Daub; Kristopher Morgan 
and Gracie trained by Sydney 
Martinez, Juliana Sanderson, and 
Acadia Brooks; Larry and Paulette 
Gnadt and Hayden trained by 
Marika Day and Melissa Trujillo; 
Kathleen Leistikow and Gus trained 
by Sydney Martinez, Tamara 
Wheeler, Anya Jaffee, and Noelle 
Armijo-Dolan; Judith Newton and 
Chutney, self trained with help from 
Jodie Backensto, Jill Felice, and 
Roeliff Annon; and David Marlin and 
Chama, self trained with help from 
Jodie Backensto and Jill Felice. 

When we moved from Washington DC 
to Santa Fe in 2001 my husband told 
me there were two things on his wish 
list: a view and a dog.  I could deal with 
a view (who couldn’t), but a dog was a 
whole different matter.

Let’s face it; dogs and I were simply 
not compatible. There had been no 
Rin-Tin-Tin, Lassie or Marley in my life.  
Soon after our arrival in Santa Fe, I 
saw a group of dogs wearing red vests 
walking on the Plaza. I learned that the 
Assistance Dogs of the West was one of 
the best known and admired charities 
in the city.

Our daughter had received a release 
dog intended as a guide dog for the 
blind. We thought maybe ADW would 

Chutney’s Path to 
Service

have a release dog for us. It proved to 
be our lucky day.

The adoption process included several 
forms and interviews. It was impressive 
to see the care with which we were 
considered. Was the environment right, 
would we match the dog’s needs and 
personality (and would she match ours). 
During those weeks I also got to know 
Jill Felice, who founded and ran ADW.

Fortunately for us, calm, sweet Chutney 
came into our lives. Shy and easily 
startled, she was not willing to go into 
malls or other places with undue noise. 

Subsequently, I was asked to join the 
ADW Board and saw first-hand what 
these amazing dogs were able to 
contribute to someone in need. I saw 
the talented, dedicated staff at work. 
In addition, watching young students 
learn to train their dogs and then 
relinquish the dog to its new owner 
was an unforgettable experience.  
My involvement and belief in ADW 
prompted me to write a children’s story 
about an assistance dog as a fund raiser 
for the organization, Nito’s Tale.

Six years have passed. It has been 
obvious from the start that Chutney 
remembered the commands she 
learned as a prospective ADW dog. She 
has also developed into quite a social 
dog, with most of her fears put to rest.

Because of some medical concerns of 
mine, Chutney and I recently entered 
the Self-Training program sponsored 
by ADW. Motivated people with their 
own dogs who have successfully met 
the application requirements learn 
assistance dog and Public Access skills.  
There she has proven that she is smart 
and very willing.  On May 29th, Chutney 
will proudly wear her red vest when she 
graduates with the class of 2007.

Judith Newton

Puppies in training. Photo by Clare Rok. Chutney.
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Kaila Matthews and her family wanted 
a dog. They found a perfect Golden 
Retriever from a breeder here in New 
Mexico, brought her home and named 
her Julie.  Unfortunately, the way things 
can happen sometime, the Matthews 
found that they couldn’t keep Julie. They 
decided that the best place for her to go 
if she had the right kind of personality 
was to Assistance Dogs of the West. 

Julie is as soft and as gentle as she looks, 
and ADW accepted her gratefully. Kaila 
is a dedicated student dog trainer in the 
program, and keeps up with her friend 
Julie’s progress. We appreciate the perfect 
gift from Kaila and her family, and look 
forward to Julie’s success in the future.

A Wonderful 
Friend
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Julie and student dog trainer, Kaila Matthews.

ADW high school dog training students 
at Desert Academy have excelled this 
year in classroom learning about different 
disabilities, emotional, and psychological 
needs.  They displayed high interest in the 
material and tested well.  And then came 
the practical application—interacting 
with people who have these different 
abilities and needs.  That experience can 
be life changing.

With People Centered Services in Santa 
Fe, the students in the Dog Training 
elective class at Desert Academy 
take field trips every other week with 
instructor Jodie Backensto and dogs in 
training to visit people with disabilities 
in a day program.  When our students 
were asked if they wanted to do this, 
excitedly they said yes. And then a 
host of questions came up. “What do I 
say to them?”  “Can they walk with the 
dog if they want to?” “What do I do if 
I’m scared?”  

“On the first visit, one student literally 
held onto my arm when we walked 
in.  I was proud to see how quickly the 
students warmed up, talked about their 
dogs and took it upon themselves to 
work one on one with a client.”  The 
clients at People Centered Services were 
very happy to pet and walk the dogs 
around the room. One man clearly is 
thrilled just petting the dog the whole 
45 minutes. Another character had the 
group in stitches with his great sense of 
humor; the students talked about him 
the whole way back to school.

Since then the class have been to 
People Centered Services a handful of 
times, and relationships have formed 
between clients and students. Each 
student works with the same client 
and has gotten to know their needs 

Feeling Field Trips

Three month old Papillon, Riley, joined 
ADW this spring. He is a huge hit with all 
the larger dogs; they don’t exactly know 
what he is, but they all like him!

We have a Papillion in the program 
because:  

The Papillon is a breed that does 
service work. 
Papillons are good dogs for seizure 
alert work.
They offer emotional and 
psychological support.
They help with small motor tasks, 
retrieving small objects, etc.
They push/tug/move small objects.
Older and more fragile clients can 
work more easily with smaller 
dogs.
Riley is cute as heck!
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Riley, We Are 
Serious!

Riley, the Papillon, during an After School 
Training session. 

Youngest Grad 
Sponsor
Some people get an early start in life 
and Jensen Carlgren is one of those 
folks. He is a fifth grader at La Mariposa 
Montessori School who has just started 
taking ADW dog training. When he 
heard that 2007 Graduation needed 
financial sponsorship to underwrite 
the cost of the event, he offered to 
sponsor one line item. Jensen talked 
his mother Anna and one of his friends 
into helping to raise $900 by making 
and selling dog biscuits. That money will 
pay for the ADW T-shirts worn by every 
ADW student at the 2007 Graduation 
Ceremony. THANK YOU JENSEN for your 
creativity and generosity!

and abilities.  People Centered Services 
looks forward to the “dog visits,” and 
ADW students look forward to going. 
Another social bridge has been crossed 
allowing high school students more 
awareness of another strand in the rich 
social fabric of our community.

Jodie Backensto, ADW Instructor/
Trainer

Many Ways to Give
Today more than ever, it is important that we build resources to assure the 
sustainability of Assistance Dogs of the West and the invaluable community service 
the program offers. Establishing a Planned Gift today will enable Assistance Dogs of 
the West to continue to provide and increase educational and vocational services 
and assistance dog placements to our clients. 

ADW is creating an Endowment Fund and more information is available through 
the office.  ADW can also accept gifts of real estate, fine art, automobiles, and other 
personal assets.  Contact Carolyn Clark Beedle with any questions
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Author Barry Schrieber signed his book, 
A Gift to Share: the Story of Moritz, 
about his Bernese Mountain therapy 
dog. Many ADW supporters and a 
surprising number of Bernese Mountain 
dogs were in attendance.

ADW is on the agenda for Santa Fe 
Prep 7th grade TAP community service 
presentations.  Thanks to Student Dog 
Trainer Taylor Thorne who helped 
introduce the School Assistance Dog 
Program back into SF Prep TAP activities.  
There will probably be an 8th grade 
ADW School Assistance Dog Program 
offered as a part of TAP for Fall 07.

CSF photography student Clare Rok 
has been documenting the ADW after 
school program. Her images will be 
on display in the lobby of the Lensic 
Theatre at Graduation 2007.
Her images capture the immense heart 
of the ADW educational experience and 
relationship building message

The City of Albuquerque presented a 
City Proclamation to ADW and Working 
Dogs at Adelante:
Be it proclaimed by the Council, 
the governing body of The City of 
Albuquerque, hereby celebrates the 
contributions of Assistance Dogs of 
The West/Working Dogs at Adelante: 
The education of students and the 
general public about disabilities, the 
advancement of vocational training for 
citizens of Albuquerque and invaluable 
support of assistance dogs to people 
with disabilities in New Mexico.

Program News
Albuquerque programs are exploding. 
The CYFD Albuquerque Juvenile 
Detention Center Program begins 
in April. Six student trainers will be 
learning assistance dog training as 
well as valuable Social Skills and 
Vocational Skills to be used in the 
future. This program is intended to 
grow throughout the NM Juvenile 
Detention Centers.

April also began the first after school 
programs in Albuquerque. Classes are 
being held in a number of locations 
and have mixed abilities program 
offerings. Student trainers from 8 to 
18 will be exposed to dog training and 
occupational therapy two days a week.

Working Dogs at Adelante continues 
with afternoon classes this spring, and 
new student trainers have signed up 
for the program. There is room in that 
program and interested case managers 
with Albuquerque clients should 
contact Reina Chavez at Adelante 
505.341.2000. 

Santa Fe programs continue at Desert 
Academy, La Mariposa Montessori 
School, 	Wood Gormley Elementary, 
SF Boys & Girls Club, and two open 
enrollment, after school programs. 
Espanola is next on the target 
geography with a potential Fall 
΄07 after school class. Monte De 
Sol and Camino De Paz Schools 
include ADW in mentoring and 
apprenticing programs, and Santa Fe 
Prep has ADW as a part of their TAP 
community service.

Working Dogs programming is 
growing into other agencies; Santa 
Maria El Mirador in Santa Fe is next 
on the list. This innovative vocational 
learning uses training assistance dogs 
as a tool for teaching adults with 
developmental disabilities. ADW also 
visits People Centered Services in 
Santa Fe with a more limited offering.

Santa Fe After School “students” rest occasionally. 
Photo by Clare Rok.

American Occupational Therapy 
Association (AOTA) presented ADW 
Board VP Melissa Winkle, OTR/L with 
an award for “Emerging Practice Area 
and Dissemination of Knowledge”. 
The award recognizes collaborative 
work with ADW in the areas of program 
development, articles, professional 
education, and the development of a 
client assessment/profile tool. 

Student Trainer Vicky Weiner was 
recommended for a Warren College 
Community Service Scholarship and the 
Hitachi Foundation Yoshima Award. The 
Yoshima Award recognizes exemplary 
service and community involvement 
rather than academic achievement. 
Recipients  leave a lasting impression 
in their community. Vicky’s efforts in 
training, peer mentoring, and public 
education about ADW and the value of 
service dogs have been outstanding, 
and she will take her passion and 
commitment to college in the fall. 

Student Trainer Stewart Youngblood 
was nominated for the Alec Dickson 
Servant Leader Award—“the nominee’s 
model of leadership helped nurture others 
in the field to understand and become 
service-learning practitioners.” Stewart 
raised tuition for an after school dog 
training program for himself and other 
students. His project has encouraged other 
ADW student trainers to fundraise for ADW.

ADW will present a summer weekend 
course at Santa Fe Community 
College. This two-day course is designed 
to educate participants (general public, 
therapists, social workers, educators, 
parents, physicians) about the value of 
dogs in the human-animal bond, give 
an understanding of the working dog 
in America and the use of assistance 
dogs as therapeutic agents and assistive 
technology. The course will explore 
standards and training methods used 
within the assistance dog industry based 
on case studies, literature, and research. 

Occupational Therapist Melissa Winkle 
is presenting at the inaugural Power 
Paws Animal Assisted Therapy 
Conference in Arizona in June. In 
addition to animal assisted activities in 
healthcare settings, Melissa will present 
the vocational training programming 
done in collaboration with ADW.

Collected Works Bookstore hosted a 
benefit for ADW in Santa Fe in March. 

ADW News Barks
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La Mariposa After School Trainers with future ADW 
service companions in training.
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Santa Fe 
Community 
Graduation Team
For the first time, local parents, 
families, donors, and interested 
community members have joined 
the 2007 ADW Graduation Event 
Committee to broaden community 
participation in the annual ceremony 
and “art in the honor of animals” 
auction/fund raiser. 

The ADW Graduation Event Committee 
has a main focus on developing 
community outreach and event 
sponsorship. “We would love to have 
standing room only at the Lensic this 
year and to completely fund the event,” 
said Kitty Ault. Melissa Weiner, local 
publicist and ADW Marketing/PR Board 
Chair indicated that there was a “record 
number of attendees last year at the 
Lensic and we anticipate even more this 
year. We hope to identify and engage 
the great community support for ADW 
that we know is out there.” New Mexico 
Bank & Trust, Eye Associates of NM, and 
Santa Fe Animal Hospital have signed 
on as early sponsors.

“This is a terrific group of people who 
continually work hard for Santa Fe non-
profits and community organizations. 
We are convinced that 2007 ADW 
graduation will be an enormous success 
with their support and collaboration,” 
commented Ault. Ali MacGraw said, 
“I am honored to be a long time 
ADW supporter and 2007 Graduation 
Committee member. As always, the 
ADW graduation promises to be a 
moving and inspirational event that 
everyone in Santa Fe should have the 
opportunity to experience.” 

Members of the ADW Graduation Event 
Committee include: 

Mark & Martha Alexander
Betsy & Natalie Armstrong
Kitty & Andy Ault & Family
David & Lisa Barker
Julie Bennett
Mark & Cathryn Bertram
William & Annie Brown
Tom and Shelley Robinson Buscher & 
Family
Anna, Erick & Jenson Carlgren
Beth Carlozzi
Sheri & Tom Carroll
Jeff & Jennifer Croy
Connie Dillon
Porter Dillon
Erin & Charles Doerwald
Wendy Dunaway
Stephen & Dale Dunn
Jack & Beth Gardner
Robert & Marianne Gibbs
Lowell & Gretch Gordon & Family
Kim Hamman
Jenny & Ken Harris
Paige & Phoebe Ingebritson
Jess Ivey
David & Micheau Jaderlund
Jim & Story Leonard & Family
Ali MacGraw
Mary Massey
Tom & Pam Matthews & Family
Peggy & Doug McDowell
JJ Milder
Mary Olsen
Valerie Richard
Mary Ross
Mary Beth Sarr & Family
Anne Goodwin & Hampton Sides & 
Family
Mark & Jamie Sotne & Family
Kathi Stork
Ed, Maelanie and Taylor Thorne
Melissa Weiner
Brenda & Richard Yates
Ann, Nathan & Stewart Youngblood

From the Director

The newsletter content says 
it all.  ADW Staff members are 
working harder than ever to keep 
the program healthy and strong.  
ADW dogs are learning, growing, 
graduating with new puppies 
arriving frequently.  ADW students 
are continuing to impress and 
inspire us with their knowledge, 
skills and commitment.  ADW clients 
continue to increase in number, 
gratefully receive their dogs when 
matches are made and work 
tirelessly learning to use them well.  

ADW supporters are growing in 
number and in type; recent first 
time grants have been received 
from Messengers of the Healing 
Winds and the Helen Brach 
Foundation in Chicago.  New 
community partnerships with 
agencies such as NM CYFD, Santa 
Maria El Mirador, Kid Power and 
Camino La Paz School exemplify 
the increasing strength and 
value of the ADW network. ADW 
Volunteers give thousands of hours 
of time; Codi Traver, Linda Milensi 
and Marilyn Coon deserve special 
recognition.

ADW needs a permanent home 
from which to best serve all of 
our constituents.  More student 
classes could be scheduled, more 
dogs could be housed and trained 
and more clients could receive 
the invaluable resource of an 
assistance dog.

The fledgling ADW Capital 
Campaign will be described in 
more detail in the near future.  The 
ADW Board will be forming the 
Capital Campaign Committee to 
support this effort and looking 
for members.  If you have skills or 
interest in this type of campaign, 
or contacts you might suggest 
for possible support, please call 
me.  The incredible support ADW 
receives from each of you is 
crucial to our ongoing success and 
growth.  Representing all of ADW, I 
offer our most sincere thanks. 

Carolyn Clark Beedle

Architectural Conceptual Rendering of the future Assistance Dogs of the West Campus/Training Facility. We 
are currently exploring site options for this five acre ADW campus. Any ideas or suggestions are appreciated; 
please call the office 986-9748. 
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Corporate & In Kind Donors 9/1/06–
1/31/07

Adelante Development Center
Alamodie’s Dog Treats - Bob Herbst
Albertson’s Store Support Center
Barker Penman LLC
Capital Video
Chuck Jones Studio Gallery
Collected Works
Country Wide Mortgage
De Vargas Mall -Weingarten Realty 
Investors
Desert Academy
Dotfoil Computer Services
Fairfield Inn - Santa Fe
Fast Ink
Fine Line
GotPointers.com
Robert G. Hearst
Hotel Santa Fe
Humble Enterprises
K9 Kitchen
Kristin Lora Studio
Kitchen Angels
La Mariposa Montessori School
Los Alamos National Bank
New Mexico Bank & Trust
Rancho Alegre
Ranney Ranch
Rio Grande Retrievers
Santa Fe Animal Hospital
Santa Fe Classic Rock
Santa Fe County Sheriff ’s Posse
Santa Fe Properties
Santa Fe Rides
SantaFe.com
Southwest Veterinary Medical Center
Southwest Gift Baskets
Stray Dog Media
Tishman Group LLC
Upper Crust Pizza
Vince Demmer Building Services
West Muttstar

Foundation Grants

Assistance Dog United Campaign
Assistance Dogs for Freedom
Bettina Baruch Foundation
Carlozzi Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Garfield Street Foundation
Lauck/Coleman Revocable Trust
Laura J. Niles Foundation
Lesley Nelson Foundation
Locals Care
Thaw Charitable Trust

Individual Donors

Mark and Martha Alexander
Dean Alexis
Belinda Anders
Joe and Anna Annon
Roeliff Annon & Jill Felice
Anonymous Donor
Carol Anthony
Dan Anthony
Bill and Deborah Armstrong
John and Brenda Ashworth
Kitty and Andy Ault
Betty Backensto
J. Roby Backensto
JoAnn & Bob Balzer
Susan Bardes
Laura Baskes Litwin
Katherine Becker-Sheets
Ben and Sunny Benjamin
Ron Bennett
JoAnn Bethel
Les and Elizabeth Bischoff
Erica Amata Boccella
Michael & Terry Bocklet
DiAnn Boice
Bob and Chewy Borden
Donald and Nancy Boyes
Terry Brewer
Gina Browning & Joseph Illick
Mrs. C. Austin Buck
Bustamante Family 
Joseph and Dawn Calek
Kathryn Campbell
Leslie Susan Champ
Carolyn Clark Beedle
Connie Coates
Alan and Merry Cole
Amanda Cole
Roger and Patricia Copple
William Cowles
Jeanne Dahl & Tobin Oruch
William and Dona Dales
Katherine Denis
Betty Lou Dent
Nancy Dickenson
Martha and Scott Echols
Ardith Eicher & Dave Rashin
l. Blake Emerson
Sharon Ettinger-McLaughlin & Don 
McLaughlin
Marilyn Farquhar
Gail Felice & Paul Therrien
Bryce Ferguson
Alexandra Fischer
Marilyn Forbes
Christine & Herbert Foster
Fred & Mary Garrison

Dave & Nan Grusin
Susan Hadley
Wesley Hall
Ingrid Hendrix
Wolcott & Beth Henry
Karen Herman
Megan Hill
Margaret Humble-Trujillo
Wallace Hutchinson
Carl and Janet Iafonaro
Judy Illes & Keith Mausner
Terry Ives
Jane and Doug Jeffords
Martha Kallejian
Jeanette Keeran
Ed Keller
Ellen Kemper
Mark Kerr
Ethel and Bernard Kolbor
Peter & Marcia Krebs
Carol Lachenmeyer
Mary Lattimore
Deidre LeBoutillier
Jack & Ariel Leibowitz
Jim & Story Leonard
Dr. Daniel & Jill
Lewis Pat & Bob Levanson
Judy Lovelace
Kelly and Michael Lowry
Loyal Order of Moose
Ali MacGraw
Patricia Marko
Mary Massey
Susan Matsui
Jim and Kathy Matzke
Peggy and Doug McDowell
Susan & Herbert McGreevy
Barbara McIntyre
Dan & Paula McTigue
Karen Mical
Linda Milanesi
Margaret & Frank Ribeiro Mitchell
William & Janet Moffett
Sherry Montero
Jennifer Moore
Judith Moore
Pat Mootz
Will Moss
Jennifer Muldoon
Eloy and Anita Munoz
Alan & Susan Murphy
Alice Nelson
Network For Good
Judith and Philippe Newton
Margaret Norton
Terrence Ochterski, DVM & Brooke 
Zimmerman
Max Olivas & Robin Huntington 

Thank You from Assistance Dogs of the West
We want to take this opportunity to recognize our generous donors and supporters who helped us 

from September 1, 2006 through January 31, 2007.
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Leonard Padilla
Carmen Palya
Kirtley Parker
Ronald and Joan Pikulski
Joseph and Ann Ponce
Caroline Price
Ed Ragsdale
Anita Raji & Gary Syman
Eliza & Helen Randall
Robin Raver
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Reed
Karen Rees
Gary and Faith Reyes
Connie & Robert Ritter
Janet Rosenzwog
Derek Saunders
Andrew Schultz & Deborah Good
Nan Schwanfelder
Beth Seaton
LuAnn & Gary Seawright
Nora Segal
Robert and Barbara Seiler
Tom and Susan Simons
Mr. & Mrs. Bailey B. Sory
Steven Spector & Robert Ripps
Richard Stegmaier
Elizabeth Stirling, Ph.D.
Gerald and Jo Tennant
Gerard Thompson
Ed, Melanie &Taylor Thorne
Dr. Larry Tilley & Jeri Leeds
Codi Traver
Emily Treganowan
Walter and Margaret Trela
Nanette Tschirgi
United Way of Central New Mexico
Zenia Victor & Duke Gaylon
Andy Walker & Lisa Rae
Betsy Walker
Melissa & Thomas Wedgewood
Melissa Weiner
Margaret Weiss
Stella West Lowry
Nancy Westheimer
Del Wilkinson
Michelle Williams
Barbara Windom
Melissa & Ron Winkle
Robert Workhoven & Julie Grimes
Nancy Wyeth
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How You Can Help
Your tax-exempt gifts can be used to help with the following needs and 
expenses:

For Students
Single After School Session....................................................................................................................$25
Single Summer School Session.............................................................................................................$35
After School Student Scholarship......................................................................................................$250
Summer School Student Scholarship...............................................................................................$350
School Program Student-Trainer Sponsor .................................................................................$2,500
After School Program Sponsor..................................................................................................... $10,000
Annual School Program Sponsor................................................................................................ $35,000
For Dogs
Dog Food Monthly Sponsor ..................................................................................................................$50
Dogloos (outside doghouses).............................................................................................................$100
Equipment/Supply Sponsor (Dog Harness) ..................................................................................$500
Buy a New Dog.......................................................................................................................................$1,500
Annual Vet Care Sponsor...................................................................................................................$1,500
Dog Training Sponsor (Name the Dog).................................................................................... $15,000
For Clients
Individual Client Sponsor: ................................................................................................................$3,500
Administrative Needs
Old Style Typewriter(seriously)....................................................................................................Priceless
Oreck Over the Shoulder Vacuum......................................................................................................$350         
Office Equipment (color copier)......................................................................................................$3,000
Program Vehicle Sponsor................................................................................................................ $25,000
Instructor/Trainer Salary Sponsor................................................................................................ $28,000
Operations Director Salary Sponsor........................................................................................... $30,000
ADW Training Facility Sponsors ...............................................................................$2.5M Total Need
ADW Training Facility Single Room Sponsor .............................................................. $50,000 each
Any Amount is Truly Appreciated!
Assistance Dogs of the West is a 501(c) 3 tax exempt charity. 
All contributions are 100% tax deductible.

Mattie Daub and Julie love to learn. Photo by Clare Rok.

ADW Greeting 
Cards available! 
10 of same image 
or 10 assorted for 
$15.00. Visit the 
online store.
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Assistance Dogs of the West
PO Box 31027 
Santa Fe, NM 87594

Phone: 505-986-9748
Fax: 505-989-9640
info@assistancedogsofthewest.org
www.assistancedogsofthewest.org

Trainer’s Tip  
As you and your dog are walking through the world, there are many things you don’t want your dog to have. They 
could be poisonous, like puddles on the street...or rude, like stealing food from your friend’s coffee table...or just plain 
disgusting (think edible garbage). Teaching the “leave it” cue is vital to both you and your dog.

The first session starts at home. 

•	 Put a treat in your hand, hold it out in a closed fist and offer it to your dog.
•	 Let your dog lick and sniff your hand to try to get the treat.
•	 The second he moves his head or nose away, say YES! and offer him a different treat from your other hand.
•	 Repeat this until he is always moving away from your closed fist
•	 Next try the same ritual with an open hand, treat in palm...when he moves away, remember to say YES! and give him 

the treat
•	 When he is 100% consistent with moving his head away, add the “leave it” cue, as you put your hand out.
•	 Start to change where the treat is located i.e. coffee table, floor, etc. , and make sure every time he moves his head 

away, you say YES! and acknowledge his response with random treats.
 
Now that your dog knows what “leave it” means, he can start to generalize to any item in your world. Make sure you 
always acknowledge his attempts and responses.

Newsletter Sponsor—Santa Fe Properties
Newsletter Layout—Barker Penman, LLC


