TERRIFIC TAILS

News from Assistance Dogs of the West

Spring 2006 Newsletter

FRoM THE DIRECTOR

I am delighted to share program news
with all our friends and supporters
through Terrific Tails, which will come

to you regularly with the support of
devoted ADW Board, staff and volunteers.
Student Dog Trainer Kyle Leeds-Tilley
helped to make this first issue happen.

ADW is growing... Dogs and clients are
graduating regularly, 10 or more each
year. Schools and institutions around
Santa Fe are clamoring for the School
Assistance Dog program, and we
diligently search for funding resources

to support program implementation.
After school and summer training
programs are full of enthusiastic students.
Educational and government agencies
like the Veteran's Administration continue
to evaluate the program for use.

Organizations like the Civitans, Lions,
Rotary Clubs and Kiwanis regularly
request ADW presentations to build
public awareness and generously

make financial contributions. ADW

has many wonderful and enthusiastic
volunteers who generously help review
curriculum, stuff envelopes, work with
our dogs and help to fund raise. We
would be less successful without them.

ADW hosted info tables at the
Statehouse during Non-Profit Day

and the NM Department of Health
“Abilities Awareness” Day. We continue
to educate government and private
insurance on the assistive value of
service dogs, and the NM Department
of Vocational Rehabilitation has agreed
to pay $3500 towards dog placement
with their clients. This community

and agency interaction helps build
awareness and support of the valuable
services provided by ADW.

I'would like to recognize the ADW Board
members who work every day to help
our organization to strengthen and grow.
Board President Kitty Ault moved to Santa
Fe recently from NY. She and her entire
family have become integral, contributing
members of ADW. Vice President Melissa
Winkle wears many hats. She is the
Continued on page 2

An Old Dog Can Learn New Tricks!

2006 is the first year an ADW dog has
been reassigned. George was donated to
ADW in 2000, trained by student trainers
and ADW staff, and placed with a client
in 2001. He lived happily with Judy for
years, providing support, resources and
love. Recently, Judy decided to move
into assisted living and she knew George
would not be happy in that environment.
Putting George first, Judy gave her dear
friend back to ADW.

George and Judy

George came back into the program and went back to
school. Jill and the staff evaluated George to determine
whether he should be released to a loving home as a pet,
or whether he should be placed with another waiting ADW
client. George convinced everyone he truly wanted to
continue his assistance work.

So, George is now on his way to a new home. He and
~ his new client, Lindsay, an eleven-year-old girl from
Silver City went through Client Placement Training in
February. Lindsay is a remarkable person. Due to a sever
seizure disorder and the other health problems that
accompany it, Lindsay has some paralysis and uses a
wheelchair. She speaks softly because of her physical
challenges but when she gives George a command, her
voice is strong and confident.

Graduation 2006

This year ADW is proud to announce
that the ceremony will be held at the
Lensic Theater, Tuesday, May 9 at 5:00
PM. Along with the moving graduation
celebration, there will be an auction

of animal shrines made by noted local
artists. Carol Anthony, John Fincher,
Greg Skoll, Gretchen Wachs, Kristin Lora,
David Bradley, Darren Vigil Gray, Lynne
Loshbaugh, David Ross and Lisa Bemis
are just a few of the contributing artists.
The artists’and community response has
been amazing and generous; the Lensic
Theatre and New Mexico Bank & Trust
are two of our graduation sponsors.

After School student Kyle Leeds-
Tilley and George

You can’t imagine how hard our
clients work to learn the 90 service
dog commands. And you would be
amazed to see how our dogs use
their training and their spirits to help
their owners learn and grow. Lindsay
and George enjoy working together
and Lindsay's family is thrilled with
their newest member.

Share the experience of our graduates;
clients, dogs and student trainers,

plus so much more. Watch mail and
local papers for reminders and 2006
Graduation news. We look forward

to seeing you Tuesday, May 9 at the
Lensic. Animal Shrine Auction begins
at 5pm with graduation at 6pm. Tickets
are available thru ADW office or at the
door, $5 each (children under 12 free)

Lindsay, George, and family
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After School student Lindsay Levitt and Gracie.

Trainer’s Tips

Santa Fe is a community that loves
dogs. We are blessed by conscientious
dog owners who take the time to
socialize their pets to a large number
of environmental stimulus. How does
that happen?

The term socialization is the process
of developing relationships with

other living beings; people, animals
and the environments in which they
live. As assistance dog trainers we
cannot emphasize this enough. Simple
exposure is not enough; proper
socialization is necessary in your
training regime.

Turn opportunities of something

or someone new into a positive
experience with treats, toys and fun.
Address the problem areas; children,
postal workers, loud noises, unusual
smells. Start small, a comfortable
distance away, in short sessions, and
slowly work your way to the new
stimulus. A properly socialized dog is a
treasure and treat to all they meet.
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Working Dogs at Adelante

ADW has an exciting new program and trainer in Albuquerque. Jill Felice, ADW
founder and occupational therapist, Melissa Winkle have co-created a program
and community partnership with Adelante Development Center in Albuquerque.
These two professionals each recognized the value of the other to expand their
client resources. From a therapy perspective, participants gain the opportunity
to explore and develop therapeutic, leisure, educational and work readiness
opportunities by participating in meaningful activities. From the assistance

dog trainer perspective, exposure to and training with people with a variety of
disabilities provides assistance dogs with valuable life experiences. With daily
support from Adelante dog trainer, Dani Miller, the program is a great success.

“Working Dogs at Adelante” opened in April of 2005 and is based on
occupational therapy intervention. The program offers pet therapy, animal
assisted therapy and vocational training. People with a variety of physical and
developmental diagnoses participate in a day program working with dogs
from ADW.

Currently, the program has eight student task trainers and a few dozen student
social trainers. Adelante clients now have another program choice in an area
that they find fulfilling. Participants learn skills in a step-wise manner and gain
a sense of control and independence along the way. This program is a welcome
alternative to traditional day programming and enhances physical, emotional
and social aspects to quality of life. Furthermore, it allows participants to
graduate into more independence and to make personal contributions to the
greater community. We believe this to be the first program of its kind in the
nation.

ADW dogs in the program learn from a very young age how to interact with
people who have atypical movements and speech, how to walk with walkers
and wheelchairs, how to respond to a variety of verbal volumes and qualities,
and how to retrieve and deliver for people with limited movement. The dogs
develop positive problem solving skills and the ability to be comfortable with
a variety of physical, cognitive and psychological issues.

Professional assistance dog trainers can never really mimic all the different
types of disabilities accurately. Training by and working with people with
disabilities allows us to better identify for whom each dog may best be
suited to work. While this program benefits the Adelante student trainers,
the community also benefits from the skilled workers that emerge from the
program. Jobs may result at pet stores, grooming and boarding facilities,
humane associations and the like.

Program participants reap the all these benefits from training assistance
dogs, while future assistance dogs and their clients benefit as well. The
end result is dogs are trained for people with disabilities by people with
disabilities. Perhaps the most powerful result emerges though when the

. general public
moves beyond
feeling sorry for
the Adelante
student trainers
and recognizes that
they can make a
difference in their
community given
the opportunity.
Riding ADW's New
Bus: Jodie Backensto,
Instructor with Bennet
and Logan. Standing: Jill
Felice, Program Direc-
tor, Kitty Ault, Board

President with Hayden
and Dewey.
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ADW Dogs and Trainers deliver Civitans Christmas stockings to Santa Fe Public
Schools Special Needs students. L-R Jodie Backensto, Jill Felice, Cree Hayonga,
Rebecca Reyes

T

Register Now

for Summer Camp
June 6 - July 28th

Do something different this summer. Students 8-18
years of age will enjoy in-depth, hands-on learning
with ADW instructors and dogs. Curriculum includes:
training in the classroom and in the field; learn basic
obedience training, service-dog commands and skills,
agility training, public access training, and disability
awareness. Attend class one day a week on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8:30am-11:30am,
$35 per class. Students must enroll for a full month
of classes. Class location and details will be sent with
confirmation of your registration. Call the ADW Office
for more information.

The Ins and Outs

It is always amazing to watch students transform in the After School Program.
At first it's a menagerie of dog legs, kid legs, hands and leashes. With practice,
soon everyone is walking smartly up and down De Vargas Mall with a nice “J”
shape in their leashes. In the beginning we stay “in” the classroom to learn basic
skills (sit, down, stay, leave it).

Students learn to use specific commands for our service dogs. If the wrong words
are used such as “get down” when the dog jumps on a table, students are reminded
the correct word is “off”. The dogs are allowed to jump on a table to get groomed or
to retrieve an item, but only when asked! Students are taught about dog behavior,
how a service dog is selected and the importance of the role of dog trainers.

In the After School Program students also learn about different disabilities and
how our clients benefit from their canine helper. Many of our clients can live
independently only because of the service dog in their life.

All of this is truly hard work. It is repetitive and precise. Remembering all the
correct words when asking the dog to perform a task and keeping an eye on
the dog while having an afternoon snack can be demanding. Once the whole
group is “up to par’, we take the students “out”. Everyone is gathered on our little
bus with treats and red vests in hand and we head to the De Vargas Mall. The
teams work on dogs opening the automatic mall doors, lying down patiently

: and walking gracefully through the
mall. Working with dogs in public
helps students realize the importance
of their dog’s skill level. It also invites
people to ask questions about ADW
and what service dogs do for people.
This part of the After School Program
helps build social skills and a sense of
pride, for both students and dogs.

Watching the camaraderie between
students of different ages and the
partnership they develop with

the service dog they train is truly
touching. When they walk through the
mall with those easy, looped leashes
in a group...l know they are having a
learning experience that will stay with
them for the rest of their lives.

George receives Rotary Club of Santa Fe Centro
donation check for student Laura Heuner's After
School Program scholarship.

Jodie Backensto, Instructor

Nito’s Tale

A True Story of an
Assistance Dog of the West

“Nito’s Tale” was written to delight young
children and teach them about the life

of a service dog. Nito, the runt of his
litter, is selected to become an Assistance
Dog of the West. Through jingles and
colored illustrations, we follow Nito on his
adventures as he learns how to become a
very special dog. By the story’s end, Nito
is sad to leave his teachers and friends,
but is ready to give unconditional love
and support to someone who needs him.

AutHor Bio:
Judith Newton always wanted to write a
book for young children, and inspiration
came from her involvement as a Board
Member with ADW. Judith created this
wonderful story, invited a friend to illustrate
it and donated all the production costs.
Judith and her husband Philippe live with
their chocolate lab Chutney, who always
wags her tail. We cannot thank her
enough for her creativity and generosity.

9%
ILLusTRATOR Bio:
Sue Blackburn started drawing and
coloring after 25 years of being “grown-
up”. She and her family love to travel and
she has sold her bright, happy drawings
of children to people from all parts of
the world. Sue does over 100 family
portraits every year, designs posters,
magnets and Christmas ornaments. She
has also illustrated several books and
has donated her wonderful Nito's Tale
illustrations to ADW.

9%
Nito’s Tale can be purchased during the
month of May at Borders or by calling
Assistance Dogs of the West.
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ADW NewsBarks

Volunteer Corner

We would like to extend warm thanks to these volunteers
who have generously given their time to assist ADW over
the last few months!

Betsy Armstrong Mack Farquhar
Andy Ault Alex Fischer
Betty Backensto Sarah Lawless
Carol Bartlett Ross Moyer
Connie Coates Mardie Norton
Jeanne Dahl Kathy Paster
Jane Deignan David Ross
Linda Dickson Larry Tilley

Erin Doerwald Betsy Walker

Stewart Youngblood

Volunteer Needs

We are looking for people who have experience in the
following areas:

ADW Graduation Assistance:
Ticket Sales
Silent Auction Setup
Auction and Graduation Program Design

Administrative:
Mailings
Database Entry

Assistance Dogs of the West
PO Box 31027
Santa Fe, NM 87594

Phone: 505-986-9748

Fax: 505-989-9640
assistancedogs@aol.com
www.assistancedogsofthewest.com

ADW STAFF

Carolyn Clark Beedle, ED

Jill Felice, Founder/Program Dir.
Jodie Backensto, Instructor

Karen Thorpe, Contract Instructor
Melissa Winkle, Adelante Prog. Mgr.
Dani Miller, Adelante Prog. Inst.
Sandy Szabat, Admin. Dir.

BOARD MEMBERS

Kitty Ault, President

Melissa Winkle, OTR/L, Vice Pres.
Melissa Wiener, Marketing/PR
Tony Mark

Jeri Leeds

Carolyn Clark Beedle

Jill Felice

Jeanne Dahl, RN

David Zeng
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Disability Access in Santa Fe
Hotels Survey

ADW Client Nat Dean and T'ai (black Labrador retriever)

are working on a telephone survey of all Santa Fe hotels/
motels. It will compile the kind of disability concerns each
business has addressed and list where and what appropriate
assistance devices are installed in old or new facilities.

The responses have been very mixed thus far. The primary
purpose for this survey is to identify which local hotels
can best accommodate ADW students coming from out of
town to meet their new “partners” and participate in Client
Placement Training with a comfortable and welcoming
temporary home designed to meet any special need. The
survey results will also be shared with the SF Chamber

of Commerce and SF Convention and Visitor’s Bureau for
their use.

Nat can be reached at (505) 474-6257 with any questions or input.
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Thank You from Assistance Dogs of the West

We want to take this opportunity to recognize our generous donors and supporters.
INDIVIDUAL DONORS & “FAMILY & FRIENDS”

(contributors November, 2005-February, 2006)

Martha Albreacht

Nicole Aiken

Charmay Allred

Joe & Anna Annon

Roeliff Annon

Henry Armijo

Campbell Auer

Andrew & Kitty Ault

Jack & Diane Bacastow

Jodie Backensto

Chad Baney

Susan Bardes

Carolyn Clark Beedle

Clayton & Erica Bell

Marc & Cathryn Bertram

JoAnn Bethel

Scott & Donna Bevill

Les & Bette Bischoff

Scott Blake

William & Lynne Bokman

Eleanor Brenner

Leland Brewer

Joan Briggs

Murray & Cindy Brott

Richard & Kimberly
Brown

Tom & Shelly Buscher

Julius & Helen Cahn

Joseph & Dawn Calek

Kathryn Campbell

Beth Carlozzi

Michele Centrella

Susan Chacon

Leslie Susan Champ

Diane Davidson Clairborne

Albertson’s

Barker Penman LLC
Blu 102.9 - KLBU Radio
Borders

Casa Nuevo

Collected Works
Critters and Me

Assistance Dog United Campaign Carlozzi Charitable Foundation

Abacus Jewelry Designs

Applebee’s Restuarant

Arroyo Del Oso Golf
Course

Art Has Heart Founda-
tion

Artistic Glass Expres-
sions

Attractions Hair Studio

The Barker’s Bakery

Clayton & Erika Bell

The Bone Bistro

Bow Wow Blues

Bumble Bee’s Baja Grill

Buttons, Angels, Etc.

Chateau Le Paw

Alan & Merry Cole

Jane Colman

Michael Condon

Ronald Cowles

William & Virginia
Cowles

Edwin & Shirley Crow

Harry & Martha Crowell

Margo Cutler

Nancy Cutter

Jeanne Dahl

Bob & Dona Dales

Nancy Dalton

Roy Davidson

Carl & Freya Diamond

Nancy Dickenson

Ann Dilworth

Erin Doerwald

James & Denise Duran

John Eckert & Wendy
Nerter

Kate Field

Gail Felice

Edward & Josala Fetherolf

William & Maureen Field

Christine Fox

Susan Frame

Joshua & Suzanne
Freilich

Sherry Gaber

The Gardenhire Family

Carole Gardner

Rick & Linda Gardner

Robert & Marianne Gibbs

Paul & Lana Goblet

DeVargas Center

Ego Salon

Fineline

First Community Bank
French & French
Ghost Ranch Santa Fe
Holiday Inn

Penny Goldstone

Scott & Katie Gordon

Casey Hankin

Robert Case & Ingrid
Hendrix

Megan Hill

Cameron & Brenda Hull

Melissa Hunt

Carl & Janet lafonaro

Judy llles & Keith
Mausner

Joseph lllick & Virginia
Browning

Diane Jergins

Stephen Joseph &
Elizabeth Preble

Joanne Keane

Chuck & Mary Ellen
Keller

Lori Kelley

Ellen Kemper

Sydney & Isobel
Kemper

Mark Kerr

Herbert Kincey

David King & Gloria
Gordon

Mary Gordon

Ken & Julie Kirk

Roxanna Knight

Bernard & Ethel Kolbor

Carol Lachenmeyer

Bruce & Mary Anne
Larsen

Mary Lattimore

Bill & Yvonne Laughlin

Michelle Lemieux

Jim & Story Leonard

Rand Levitt

Marvin & Gloria Lieberman

Hollis Logan & Robert
Weinberg

Lynne Loshbaugh

Stephen & Linda Love

Judy Lovelace

Jackie M.

Patty Marko

Anthony & Kay Marks

Ron Looking Elk Martinez

Tom & Pamela Matthews

Karen Wolfe Mattison

Worthington Mayo-
Smith

Sandra Burt McGrath

Ali MacGraw

Susan McGreevey &
Herbert Beenhouwer

Karen Mical

Tony & Dani Miller

Jay & Judith Miller

Sherry Montero

Rick Moore & Associates

Susan Moore

Marissa Moya

Ross Moyer

Stephanie Morris &
Susan Wright

Laura Nakashima

Alice Nelson

George Nelson

CORPORATE DONORS

Hotel Santa Fe
Inside Movement
Kaune Food Town
KSFR Radio
Lockheed Martin
Menford LLC
Nambe’

New Mexico Bank &
Trust

RBC Dain Rauscher

Recollections

Rotary Club of Santa Fe
Centro

FOUNDATION GRANTS

Kathy Nelson

Judith Newton

Mardie Norton

Carmen Palya

Pat Paradies

Eugenia Parry

Kristen Peterson

Ronald & Joan Pikulski

David Pines & Suzy
Aronelle

Ray & Paula Pompa

Dale Pontius

Allan & Harriet Raff

Nan & Tom Rees

Gary & Faith Reyes

Nancy Reynolds

David Rosen & Christo-
pher Rocca

Janet Rosenzwog

Dennis Rossi

Ann Rutledge

Michael & Julia Sanchez

Derek Saunders

Cyan Schrader

Nan Schwanfelder

Steve & Christine Hearst
Schwarzman

Terry Scott

Victoria Seale

Barry & Susan Secular

Nora Segal

Patrick Shannon

Tom & Susan Simons

David & Shelli Simpson

Tony Simpson

Santa Fe Animal
Hospital

SantaFe.com

Santa Fe Properties

Stray Dog Media

Susan’s Christmas Shop

McCune Charitable Foundation Santa Fe Community Foundation

‘KIBBLES & BIDS’ SILENT AUCTION DONORS (November, 2005)

Chelsea Morning

Chilacas Restaurant

Chili's Restaurant

CiCi Pizza

Cold Stone Creamery

Copeland’s Restaurant

Cornali Orthodontics

Desert Greens Golf
Course

Doreman Burns Design

Ellie Mac Designs

Embassy Suites

Fire & Shadow Creations

Flying Star Café

Funky Feet Gallery

Gatherings

Geo-Designs
Gladiator Imaging
Golfmart

Golf USA

The Great Frame Up
Heart & Sole Sports
JVB Studio

K9 Kitchen,Inc.

K.D. Spring

Keva Juice New Mexico
KGL Associates, Inc.
Kokopelli Enterprises
Life's A Trip

Lobos Football

Lone Star

Macklin’s Sculpture

Mike’s Pond, Pet Foun-
tain & Garden Center

Mixed Media Acrylics,
Pastels

New Grounds Gallery

New Mexico Showcase
Cotton

New Mexico Sports &
Wellness

Outback Restaurant

Party City

Pelican’s Restaurant

Pepsi Bottling Group

Performance Massage

The Pot Lady

Rabbit Studio Gallery

Rainbow Ryders, Inc.

Red Robin Restaurant

Restaurant Antiquity

Rio Lindo Furnishings

Robeks

Rorex Bridges Studio

Shane, Shane, Shane

Spirit Super Store

Staples

Starbucks

Southwest Gift Baskets

Sunflower Market

Scott Swanson, DJ

Tan Rio

Taylor Ranch Commu-
nity Center

Montgomery & Jean-
nette Smith

Steven Spector & Rob-
ert Ripps

Truman & Doris Spires

Susan Stevens

Malcolm Stewart

Jamie & Sherry Sullivan

Jeff & Sandy Szabat

Gerald & Jo Tennant

Robert & Sherry Thommen

Inga Thompson

Robin Thompson

Edwin Thorne & Mela-
nie Peters

Larry, Jeri Leeds, Kyle
Tilley

John & Liz Van Sickler

Zenia Victor & Gaylon
Duke

Arlene Voelker

Betsy Walker

Margaret Weiss

Kyle & Mike Wheeler

Herbert & Ardis White

Birgit Wilhelm

Carla Cay Williams

Barbara Windom

Ron & Melissa Winkle

Robert Workhoven &
Julie Grimes

Stewart Youngblood

Bette Yozell

Everett & Janet Zlatoff-
Mirsky

Tropic of Capricorn
Wells Fargo Bank
James Wheeler Com-

mercial Properties
Whole Foods

Wells Fargo Foundation

TGl Fridays

Three Dog Bakery

Tony Roma’s

Tryeras Organic Al-
chemy

Two Moors Pottery

Ultimate Dugout

U.N.M Bookstore

U.S. New Mexico Fed-
eral Credit Union

West Muttstar

Wild Birds Unlimited

Arlene Voelker

Zea

Zio Italian Kitchen
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How You Can Help

Your tax-exempt gifts can be used to help with the
following needs and expenses:

For Students

Single Summer/After School Class Sponsor: $35/%25
Complete Summer/After School Class Sponsor: $350/%$250
Annual School Program Student-Trainer Sponsor: $2,500

Annual School Program Sponsor: $30,000
For Dogs

Dog Treats for a Month Sponsor: $25
Collar, Leash, ID Tag Sponsor: $50
Balance Harness Sponsor: $500
Annual Vet Care Sponsor: $1,500
Single Dog Training Sponsor (Name the Dog!):  $5,000-15,000
For Clients

Individual Client Sponsor: $3,500

Administrative Needs

Program Vehicle Sponsor: $25,000
Trainer Salary Sponsor: $28,000
Office Equipment (color copier) $3,000
Laptop Computer/LCD Projector $3,000

Any Amount is Truly Appreciated!
Assistance Dogs of the West is a 501(c) 3 tax exempt charity.
All contributions are 100% tax deductible

Newsletter Sponsor

SANTA FE
PROPERTIES:

W

CHRISTIE’S
GREAT ESTATES

TerrificTails  Spring 2006

Corporate Sponsors

HOTEL SANTA FE

NEWMEXICO

BANK & TRUST

Address

U  Enclosed is my check in the amount of:

O Please charge my UVisa UMC UAmEx

Acct. No.

Exp. Date

Signature

Please send to: Assistance Dogs of the West
PO Box 31027
Santa Fe, NM 87594

L——————————J
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de Santa Fé
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Center

Newsletter layout by Barker Penman LLC





