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Dear Friend:

Thank you for your interest in the Assistance Dogs of the West Owner/Self Training Program. Owner/self training your own service dog is an in depth process requiring great discipline and commitment. Please review all the information carefully to determine whether it is something you feel you and your dog would really like to pursue. 

Enclosed is everything required for the ADW Owner/Self Training Application. Please return your completed packet to our P.O. Box. If you have any questions about the application, please feel free to call us at 505-986-9748 or email us at info@assistancedogsofthewest.org.

A COMPLETED APPLICATION MUST INCLUDE ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

1. Completed Program Application.

2. Completed Pre-Interview Form.

3. Medical History Form to be completed by your physician or primary care specialist.

4. A letter of personal reference from a friend, co-worker, or someone other than a family member.

5. A professional letter of reference from a therapist, social worker, teacher, or other professional with whom you have contact.

6. A picture of yourself, your dog and a short autobiography.

7. 
Completed Financial Aid Forms
8. 
A signed copy of ADW’s Privacy Practices 

9.
Once we receive your completed application, we will advise you to make an appointment for a Functional Evaluation with Occupational Therapist, Melissa Winkle at 505-228-4650 (in Albuquerque, NM).

10.
We will also ask that you set an appointment for an ADW trainer to meet with you and your dog to conduct assessments and evaluations. Both you and your dog must demonstrate the appropriate interests, temperaments and attributes to be successful candidates.

Once you have completed these steps and a successful review has been made, you would be eligible to enroll in an owner/self training class with your dog. Classes take place once a week in Santa Fe for a minimum of forty hours. The tuition for the owner/self training course is $3,500, though that can increase if additional training is required. One-half of the tuition is due before the training process begins. ADW can help with research for government funding, grants, scholarships and other financial support. You should also know that your dog is not guaranteed to succeed and receive public access certification, as unacceptable behaviors and attitudes occasionally are identified through the training. 

Thank you again for your inquiry and interest. Please do not hesitate to call with any specific questions you may have.

Sincerely,
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Carolyn Clark Beedle

Executive Director
P.O. BOX 31027, SANTA FE, NM  87594 ∙ PHONE 505-986-9748 ∙  WWW.ASSISTANCEDOGSOFTHEWEST.ORG


